(English translation) 
Reference: Dispatch No. 737902 Dispatch date : 2/12/2008 
NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REFUSAL 

Patent Application No. Patent Application No. 2005-504030 

Drafting Date 28th November 2008 

Examiner of JPO Masato KATO, Serial No. 9257-3F00 

Representative of Applicant Tsuyoshi SATO 

Applied Provision Patent Law Section 29(2) 

This application should be refused for the reason mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the reason, 
such argument should be submitted within 60 days from the date 
on which this notification was dispatched. 

Reason 

The invention in each of the claims listed below of the 
subject application should not be granted a patent under the 
provision of Patent Law Section 29(2) since it could have easily 
been made by persons who have common knowledge in the technical 
field to which the invention pertains, on the basis of the 
invention described in the publications listed below which were 
distributed or made available to the public through electric 
telecommunication lines in Japan or foreign countries prior to 
the filing of the subject application. 

Note (The list of cited documents etc. is shown below.) 

With regard to claims 1 and 2 
Cited document: 1 and 2 
Remarks : 

Cited document 1 describes a basic structure of an 
electrostatic coating spray gun. 

Cited document 2 describes that a needle-like element llal 
is electrically floated by circumjacent electrodes. 

Since both cited documents 1 and 2 are related to an 
electrostatic coating spray gun, the invention claimed in each 
of claims could have easily been made by persons who have common 
knowledge in the technical field to which the invention pertains, 
on the basis of cited documents 1 and 2. 
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With regard to claims 3 to 5 
Cited document: 3 
Remarks : 

Cited document 3 describes the construction of charging 
electrodes 4 and 28 provided in exhaust nozzles 2 and 27 and 
counter electrodes 5 and 32 which are located so as to surround 
the exhaust nozzles, respectively (page 6, left lower column, 
6th line from the bottom to page 7, line 7 of right lower column, 
page 9, line 12 of right lower column to page 12, right lower 
column, 3rd line from the bottom, and drawings) . 

The construction that corners protrude forward relative to 
a coating material exhaust nozzle could have easily been made 
by persons who have common knowledge in the technical field to 
which the invention pertains. 

With regard to claims 6 to 9 
Cited document: 1 to 3 
Remarks : 

Refer to the remarks on claims 1 and 2 regarding cited 
documents 1 and 2. 

Refer to the remarks on claims 3 to 5 regarding cited 
document 3. Since cited documents 1 and 2 each relate to an 
electrostatic coating spray gun, the invention claimed in each 
of claims could have easily been made by persons who have common 
knowledge in the technical field to which the invention pertains, 
on the basis of cited documents 1 to 3. 

The list of cited documents etc. 

1. JP-A-H09-502647 A 

2. JP-A-S53-120750 A 

3. Microfilm of Japanese Utility Model Application No. 
S4 7-1 3 05 9 9 ( JP-U-S4 9-111484 ) 



Record of the result of prior art search 
Searched technical field IPC B05B 5/00 to 5/16 

DB 

Prior Art Document 

This record is not a component (s) of the reason (s) for 
refusal . 



2 



<Suggestions for amendment etc> 

(1) When the specification and claims are amended, a part changed 
by the amendment shall be underlined (Regulations under the 
Patent Law, Form 13, Remark 6) . 

(2) Amendment shall be made within matters obvious from matters 
described in the original specification, claims and drawings as 
well as the matters described in the original specification, 
claims and drawings. In the case of amendment, the reason for 
legitimacy of each amendment shall be insisted in Remarks with 
clear indication of part of the description in the original 
specification which constitutes the ground for each amendment 
(Refer to a format of Request for Correction in trial for 
invalidation regarding a format of Remarks) . 

(3) When claims are amended, please pay attention to consistency 
of parts where the description in the claims is repeatedly 
described, in the title of the invention and the detailed 
description of the invention and the detailed description of the 
invention. 

(4) The aforesaid suggestion of amendment and the like is a mere 
idea to overcome the reason for refusal but will not result in 
any legal effect. The applicant should decide how the 
specification, claims and drawings should be amended. 

Please contact the following when you have any inquiry about 
the contents of this notification of reason for refusal or when 
you would like to conduct a personal interview: 

Conveyance and assembly, 2nd Examination Department, 
Patent Office 

Telephone 03-3581-1101 (Extension 3349 to 3351) 
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